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f Yyou take advantage of everything America has
to offer, there’s nothing you can't accomplish.
~ceraloine Ferraro



SUPERINTENDENT HOUCK

RTR Board of Education
Regular December Board Meeting
December 21, 2009

The board has received the resignation of Tiffany Bockelmann as the elementary music
instructor. Tiffany’s husband was employed with a district in northern Minnesota.

school district. Itis always a great loss when an employee retires from the school district with so much experience.

The school district has received donations from the following donors. The donations are appreciated, and help the
students of our district. If you see those who have donated to the district, please thank them for their generosity.

Donor Gift/Donation Recipient
Numerous Donors $486.00 Baseball Program
Randy Noble $100.00 Ag Program

RTR PTSA $375.00 Elementary

RTR Booster Club $300.00 FCCLA Program

RTR Booster Club $730.00 Baseball Program
LaRocks $50.00 Baseball Program
Numerous Donors §255.00 FCCLA Program
Delani Jorgensen $20.00 Drama

SW Dairy $150.00 FCCLA

Diane Thomsen $100.00 Music Program

Tyler Lions Club $250.00 High School Equipment
Minnesota Historical Society $94.00 Middle School Transportation
First English Lutheran Church $500.00 FFA Program

Western Vet Clinic $193.00 FFA Program

Affinia Group $181.25 FFA Program

United Way Fund $570.00 RTR Public Schools
Lincoln County Fair $30.00 Elementary

RTR PTSA $467.28 Elementary Handbook
Target Rewards $155.36 Elementary

Target Rewards $119.61 High School

Diane Thomsen $500.00 Memorial

MN Breeders Association $500.00 FFA Program

Joel Sheggeby $20.00 Elementary

Pluto Legal $200.00 1% Grade, Elementary
Sandra Roti $50.00 Elementary

RTR Booster Club $187.50 MS Volleyball Program

The RTR District along with 27 other school districts is looking at a flexible learning year. This will allow the students
to have two additional weeks of instruction over the current school year to prepare for the state required testing.
The area school districts are continuing to make progress on developing a plan for a “Flexible Learning Year”
program. The administration requested approval of the board to submit the application. The board granted the
approval. ’ ’ ’ ’

The board has reserved time for questions and/or comments for the public regarding the Fiscal Year 2010 budget
and the 2009 Payable 2010 Levy. There were no questions from the public in regards to the budget, or the levy. The
school board reduced the levy payable for the 2010 — 2011 school year by $60,000 to reduce the pressure on the
taxpayers.

Race to the Top is a federal grant ran through the State of Minnesota. This program is basically the federal
government’s version of the state of Minnesota’'s version of Q-Comp. The compensation for both of these programs is
performance-based. This is a four year grant application, and the district is to notify the Minnesota Department of
Education if they desire to take part in the application. The RTR Board of Education approved notifying the state of
the district’s interest in the program.

The board reviewed the Superintendent’s evaluation for the year with a resuit of 4.02 out of 5.

" The board also approved the contract for the 2009-10 schoo! year.

The school board set February 15" as the make-up day for the school day missed in December for weather.



Mrs. Amy Christensen, RTR ELemethg P\/mcépat

Our school year is half way over already! It is amazing how
quickly time goes by! We have many exciting events planned for
the second half of the school year! Make sure you check out our
school website: www.rtrschools.org. We are continually updating

the website!

We have some fun After School Activities for February planned so watch
your e-mail for the registration form. If you would like to register your child,
please return that form to school with your child.

We will be participating in Jump Rope for Heart again this
year. The date will be announced shortly; it will be held the end
of February/beginning of March after school from 3:30-5:30 for
those students in grades 3-5 who wish to participate.

Packets will be coming home shortly.

MCA II testing will be here before we know it.
This is for students in Grades 3-5 at the elementary.
Please mark your calendars for April 14 & 15 for the
Reading Test and April 21 & 22 for the Math Test. More
details will be sent home as we get closer to the test dates.

“Strategies for Engaging Parents in Home Support of Reading Acquisition”
By Sharon Darling
“The Reading Teacher,” volume 58, number 5

To support the development of vocabulary, parents can:

e Read aloud a variety of genres, , L ) . o

e Talk with their child about daily events and about books they read together,

e Talk about how the illustrations and text in a book support each other,

e Use word lists provided by their child’s teacher in natural conversation,

e Search for new words in texts with their child and look them up in the dictionary, and
e Help their child learn new vocabulary based on hobbies or interests.

~Submitted by the RTR Elementary Rtl Instructors




SNOW DAY MAKE-UP DATE
THERE WILL BE SCHOOL O
FEBRUARY 1 5™

January 5th four fifth grade students including Gwyn
Duus, Grade Ekema, Courtney Petersen, and Katie Petersen
attended the 18 Annual Conference for Young Writers held
at Southwest Minnesota State University (SMSU) in Marshall.
Approximately 700 students in grades 3-8 enjoyed the
keynote show of comedy, music, and ventriloquism by David
Malimberg of Richfield, Minnesota.

After the keynote presentation, students attended three
hands on classes selected about writing and illustrating.
They learned techniques for generating ideas, publishing
stories, and how to draw cartoons for their work.

A special feature of the conference was Ben Heckmann,
a 12 year old boy from Farmington, who shared the book he
wrote, illustrated, and had published last April at the age of
11. The book entitled Rockin’ Out With Writing: How to Write
and lllustrate Your Own Book showed students, no matter
their age, writing a book is possible.




2"9 Grade New Year's Resolutions

Mrs. Larson’s class

My New Years Resolution is to do more ar, learn more
math facts help my dad with chores. Besiads | like
doing chores and last but defiantly not lest | want to
make the world a better place One of the ways to do
that is by being in 4H. Harley

My New Year Resolution is to get better grades in
school and to be kinde to others and to clean up after
myseif. And how I'm going to do that stuff is to help
other people more. And to help make this world be a
better place to be good by. Kyle

My New Year Resolution is to learn my Math facts
better and to get better grades in school and to read
more books and take more AR tests. Damaris

My New Year Resolutions to read more to clean up
after myself. To practice my speliing words more to git
grads. To help my mom and dad. To lisin to my
teacher. To lisin to my mom and dad. To help make
thing betr. To give to othrs. To be nice. To help othrs
with math. Eli

My New year Resolution is to get better grades. | will
be better listinen morewhen | have nuthene to do |
will work in the classroom. Raise your hand when you
speak. Casey

My New Year Resolution is to respect my parents and
do as I'm told and listen to teachers the same to
subtitot teachers. Maribeth

My New Year Resolution is raise my hand more often
read more AR book. Ask my mom to help me with
math by flashcards help clean up trash off our
sidewalk at home Be nicer to my brothers because |
have no sisters try to help my mom and dad clean
dishes and make my school happier the End Dajza

My New Year Reolution is to learn my math facts
better. To read more books and take AR test. To listen.
To take turns. To share. To be nice to others. To say
please and thank you. To raise your hand. To pick up
after yourself. To help make the world a better place.
To help others more. To get better grades in school.
To help mom and dad with chores. To practice my
spelling words more. To listen to my mom and dad.
Kylea : .

My New Year Resaolution is to get better grades in
school, to be kind to others, to help others more. To
walk in class. Andrew

My New Year Resolution is to learn my Math facts
better is to studded more. To get my spelling words
right | need to practice them at home. To help my
mom and dad with chores | need to clean the basmit
and my room. To get better grades in school | need
to practice at home. To listen to my mom and dad | be
quiet.  Shawna

My New Year [ will wash my dads car and his
mustang and his truck and the 4 wheeler and | will
wash them in the summer. Jaedon

My New Year Resolution is to read more books and
take more AR tests. | am going to do that by always
read 2 books a week. | also want to learn my math
facts. Collin

My New Year Resolution is to be palite. To be nice to
others. To not lie. To not talk back to others. To not
play mean tricks. To help others more. To clean up
afeer yoursellds. To not push others. To not tack
others things. Katie

My New Year Resolution is to read more more more

more books and take more more more moreAr tests

by reading all the time. | will clean up after myself and

I will be kind to everyone. | will do my chores like

takeing my dog out and cleaning my cats liter box
From, Brooke

My New Year Resolution is to get better grades in
school, to read more books and take AR tests, to help
others more. Luke

My New Year Resolution is to walk, pay attention, try
my best, write as nice as we can. Help others. Pick up
after myself. Help the teache when she askes me to.
Use are maners. Don't lie to the teacher at all. Inless
you are play two trues and one lie. Mrs. Larson is a
really nice teacher. Annie

My New Year Resolution is to read more books. Listen

to my mom and dad, And to help them with the

chores. And to feed my dogs, feed my fish, practice

my spelling words better, and to clean my room, and

to put my books on my shelif. | help my friends.

Alaways rais your hand. And be nice to other people.
Payton

This year | am going to a beach after school is done. |
will visit my grandpa and grandma in Arizona. | will
work hard in school. Logan

Mrs. Larson’s Class



2" Grade New Year's Resolutions

Mrs. Van Keulen'’s Class

I would like people to stop smoking. | would like
people to recycle more papers. | would like
people to make better choices. | wish | could
have enough money to help poor people. Rylie

I would like people to RECYCLE. I would like
peace and quiet. | would like people not to
waste water. | would like people to pickup glass
so the animals don't get hurt. | would want my
family to have fun. I love the Earth. I would like
to get better at math and AM.  Kalea

I would like if people would recycle more often. |
wish that people would stop littering. | wish that
| would be better at math. | wish that | could
save the animals in the world. I wish that I would
be better at spelling. | wish that my family will be
happy. Ashley

I would like to be better at math and science |

would like to learn how to read more. | wish

people would recycie more paper and plastic.
Morgan

I would like to help my mom do the dishes more
often. | would like people to have more peace. |
would like to know how to drive dads big
tractor. Jacob

I would like to learn to do better at math. | want
people to stop littering. I wish that it would
snow a lot. | wish | was better at callofduty (3)
single player. | love the Earth.  Justin

| wish that people would listen to the law. | want
people to stop littering. | want people to reycle
more to help the environment. Tyson

I would like people to start cleaning up the
earth. I would like people to stop smoking. |
would like people to stop littering and | would
like people to start recycling. Nicholas

I would like to be better at swimming. | will also

clean my room more often. I wish people would '

stop cutting down the rain forests. | wish people
would stop littering. Emilie

I would like to be better at math and recycle
more. | wish | could clean better and be a better
friend. | wish people would stop smoking. |
would like to help my mom clean the dishes and
my dad clean his room. | would like to help more
people. | wish | would be better at walking in the
snow. Madison

I wish people would recycle and | wish the )
world was clean. | wish that it would snow a lot
but not all of the time. | wish that | could clean

my house fast. | wish my family had a baby
brother to play with. It would be fun. | wish my
sister was as big as me so we could build with
Legos. That would be extra fun. | would have a
lot of fun. Cade

| wish people wouid recycle more paper. | would
like my dad to have the tools to fix my bike.
Kelan

I wish | was better at call of Duty (2) single
player. I wish people would stop cutting down
the rainforests. | wish I had more money to pay
for the rain forests and I wish | had more money
and food for the poor. Brenna

I would like to be better at swimming lessons. |

also would like people to quit smoking. | would

also like people to recycle. | wish that we had

peace. | wish that there were no poor people.
Christopher

I would like peace on Earth and everyone to be
happy. I would like to be a better kid by helping
out more often. Alex

I wish | could ice skate. | wish everyone could
make better choices. | would like people to
recycle more. | wish | could take care of the
animals in the rain forest. I wish people did not
cut the trees in the rain forest. Jaden

| would like to clean my room. | would like to
recycle. | would like to do better in math. | would
like people to stop smoking. | would like my
family to be happy. I would like the earth to be
clean. Rhaegyn

I wish that people would stop shooting animals
and stop littering. | wish that | could help my dad
push the snow blower so that he wouldn’t have

. to do it by himseif. Dalton

! will help my dad push snow more often. |
would help my sister clean her room. Jaden

Mrs. Van Keulen'’s Class



Eat 'R;gnt, Be Fit ahd Make Healthy Choices!
Gtart with the Food Pyramid!

BY: JasiAnhna Borman ¢ Amanda Petersen
adership Rm JUhiOY‘ FCC[A

Experience

Are you and/or your children getting enough physical activity and eating the right foods? The
MyPyramid symbol represents the recommended proportion of foods from each food group and
focuses on the importance of making smart food choices in every food group, every day. Physical
activity is a new element in the Pyramid symbol and reminds us that we need to include that as part
of our daily plan.

Here are some simple tips to get you and your family started in the right

direction:

¢ Make half your grains whole » Get your calcium rich foods
e Vary your veggies ¢ Go lean with protein

e Focus on fruit o Keep food safe to eat

e Find your balance between food and physical activity

For more information, go to www.mypyramid.gov

STEPS TO A HEALTHIER YOU
There are many activities on this website for your children and adults, to help
them learn about eating right, being fit and making healthy choices.

Source — www.mypyramid.gov.mypyramid.gov

Brief Bits from Mrs. Bush

When you have students at the high school, winter is a very busy season.
There are many basketball games (I counted 21 in January), practices for the
team members, play rehearsals, end of the semester projects and tests,
beginning of semester two courses and coursework, ACT tests, Snow Week
activities, FFA contests, FCCLA preparations for the Star activities,... and the list
goes on.

It can be very difficult to keep students motivated to do homework or study for tests with all the
other activities that go on. As a parent you can help by setting aside a regular time and a place
in your home for your student to study and by expecting your student to have homework to do.
Rather than “you don‘t have homework, do you?” try “let’s turn off the TV so you can get going
on your homework.” Studies show that homework done in front of a TV or with music is not as
efficiently or as accurately done. Finally, make sure you continue to learn and share what you
learn with your student. By modeling your learning, you help your student understand the
importance of learning in his life.

Word(s) of the month: today a student asked me for an antonym for flexib/e. Here are some
suggestions: resistant, unyielding, unreceptive, intractable, and rigid,




A View of Iraq

Mrs. Joosten’s and Mrs. Andersen’s sophomore, junior and senior high school social studies classes had
the opportunity to learn about the country of Irag and the war in Iraq as 55G Jeff Reisodorfer from the
Minnesota Army National Guard came to speak. Having spent 16 months in Iraq, Jeff had many
interesting pictures and stories to tell. He told us about the wildlife, weather and living conditions he
encountered. With the temperatures going over 120 degrees, having an abundant supply of water was
extremely important. He explained the differences between the Arabs and the Kurdish people, and he
shared many cultural customs of the Iraqgi people. He also explained how much control the dictator,
Saddam Hussein, had over the people in most aspects of their daily life, and how big a change it is for the
people to learn how to be more independent.

Jeff described and had pictures of many of the weapons and pieces of equipment they used. He
explained thermal imagery and how prototypes for equipment are developed. Putting money into
equipment to better protect the lives of our soldiers is a top priority of our government. This is particularly
evidenced in equipment to detect roadside bombs, probably the number one threat to the safety of our
soldiers. One thing that really stood out for me personally was the need for the soldiers to constantly be
vigilant to their surroundings. They were always looking for what “wasn‘t right,” because that awareness
might be what saves their life. Jeff also described the types of missions they would go on, with most of
the soldiers who are presently deployed from our area providing security for convoys for the many
civilians who are working in Iraq.

Spending two days at the school, Jeff told us so many interesting things. He was very well received by the
students at RTR High School, and we all felt fortunate to be able to learn about life in Iraq. Thank you Jeffl

Submitted by Patty Andersen

Personal Fitness Class

This year at the high school we are offering a new class called Personal Fitness which is an elective for
11™and 12" grade students. This class was added due to the emphasis on personal heaith and fitness of
our teens as well as the fact that our fitness facility offers students equipment to accomplish many fitness
goals. This class allows for students to set individual fitness plans to help meet their fitness needs or to
enhance their abilities.

Various components of fitness are targeted such as muscular strength, endurance, cardio-respiratory
endurance, flexibility, and body composition. Students set up goals associated with resting heart rate,
target heart rate, BMI, and helping to establish an individual healthy weight range. During this class
students are monitored and tested to evaluate their progress. Students also work with analysis of nutrient
intakes and determining healthier diets.

The class for first semester had 16 students and at least that many will be taking the class second
semester. This class has been a nice addition to our curriculum and many students like this type of fitness
class due to the non-competitive nature and that it is individually based.

Submitted by Kent Mikkelsen




Tyler Arts Council
COFFEE HOUSE CONCERT
(7 pm First English Lutheran Fellowship Hall)
February 13  Popular Demand — A female barbershop

Make School Days Great Days

By 27d grade, you and your child may feel confident in the art of getting off to school on time.
Build your success by making sure that your child is really ready to learn every day.

Keep a routine. Kids thrive on predictable events. Try to keep bedtime, wake up time, breakfast
and dinner at the same time as much as possible.

Fuel up. For kids, food is fuel. Make sure your child has breakfast each day. Proteinis a great
start to the day, so try a serving of eggs, peanut butter or yogurt. ‘

Make room for homework. Your child may have some homework. Although it may take justa
few minutes each evening, begin making homework a part of your child’s daily routine. Choose the best
time and place each evening for homework, and try to stick to it. Create a homework-friendly
atmosphere away from distraction and full of supplies such as pencils, crayons, rulers and paper. Keep
everything in one spot and help your child remember to put it back after homework is done. Make sure
homework gets put in the backpack as soon as it is done.

Sleep tight. Kids this age need approximately 10 hours of sleep each night. Your child will be a
better student if he or she is well-rested each day. ~Submitted by Melea Weakland

/ :\\::“ o m
o M

—
- o e S
MN

Financial Aid Night

When: Tuesday, February 2"
Where: HS Library
Time: 7:00pm
~There will be a drawing for a $700

Scho/arm/,'o! All juniors/seniors and parents
should attend this informational meeting.
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MEET THE RTR STAFF

Name: Janet Gustafson

Position at RTR Schools:

Spanish teacher for grades

9-12 . ‘
Family: My husband’s name is Ed. He is also a
teacher. We have two children. Our son’s name
is Jamie, and he is a Jr. at SDSU. Our daughter’s

name is Ashley, and she is a Sr. at Pipestone Area

Schooils.
Pets: None

Hobbies: 1 enjoy spending time with my family,
attending my daughter’s tennis matches, and

traveling.

What | Love About Education/RTR: | enjoy
working with the high school students. Seeing
how they progress as they learn Spanish is

always fun!

Name: Bo Duncan

Position at RTR Schools:

Title | teacher

Family: | have been single all
my life and my relatives live thousands of miles
away so I've made my community my family.
Through the years many people have lived with
me and some consider me family.

Pets: | have a wild cat living in my shed that |
feed scraps to when the weather gets bad. Gus
the dog might stay a few months when friends
go south.

Hobbies: | have renovated 4 old homes in the
area and like camping, canoeing, outdoor
activities plus reading and drawing.

What I love about education/RTR: Our
elementary school is great because you parents
send us wonderful kids. | have been around
long enough to teach children of children |
taught and feel like a grandmother. What | give
to this community comes back to me many times
over.

Name: Carol Rasmussen

Position at RTR Schools: Special
Education Teacher (Autism, OHD,
DCD, SLD) in the Elementary

Family: Husband, Clarence
Pets: Dachshund/Terrier dog “Brownie.”

Hobbies: Volleyball, Golfing, walking, fishing,
reading & being with family/friends.

What | Love About Education/RTR:

RTR is being brought back home to
family/friends. My parents, older brother and
younger sister (by 2 years) live in Pipestone. |
have a sister (13 years younger} who is blind

that lives with her husband and 3 children in

=028 ()

Slayton. My mother-in-law lives in Russell and
who is the person | will stay with throughout the
school year. My husband has two brothers

who live around Russell, also.

My husband and | have a home in Alexandria
near Lake Latoka. My husband works for
Magellan in Marshall and enjoys bass fishing.

He tournament fishes bass throughout the

summer and early fall.

RTR has great staff/teachers and students to

work with to become lifelong learners.

I love working in the field of education because
you learn new, exciting things with the students
and teachers each day. | enjoy working with
students who have special needs as it is

rewarding to help the students achieve success,

S0NNES0DT

even though they may have many challenges in
their lives, they too can become lifelong learners.
All students need to become independent
learners and gave confidence and self-esteem in
themselves and realize it is okay to make

mistakes. We are all human beings!

GO KNIGHTS!HH



A Martial Art for

Everyone...
e Families

e Children

e Teens

e Adults

Children

Small classes and
personal attention...

Develop respect
Increase self-confidence
Improve coordination
Channel aggression
Teach self-control
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Self Defense

Protect yourself and your
family...

@ Learn striking techniques to
disable an attacker

Learn controlling techniques
to restrain an assailant
Practice crisis simulations
Learn defense  against
weapons

Review scenarios which
causes you fear
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Teens

Try a new sport with
lifelong potential...

Improve concentration
Build muscles
Increase flexibility
Make new friends
Learn self-defense
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For more information
contact:

Chief Instructor
Sensei Jerry Lupkes
Cell (952-240-2521)

Home (607-734-6913)
Register for class through

Sensei Lupkes or Tyler
Community Education —
Bruce Houck at
(507-247-5913)

Classes held Tuesday’s at
6:00 P.M. in Tyler and
Thursday’s at 6:30 P.M. in
Balaton

e Cost $25 monthly

e  Multi family member
discount - $5 per
member

e Additional $5 per
student per quarter
Community
Education cost

Have fun as a family!!

fitness program
without age
boundaries




Upcoming Community Ed Classes sponsored by Tyler Arts Council
February 4 & 11 Cake Baking & Decorating

Learn the art of baking a cake on Feb. 4 and decorating a cake on Feb.11. Marilyn Peter
will teach you all you need to know! Bring a cake to decorate on Feb 11. RTR High School
Home Ec Room. 7-9 PM. Cost includes both classes - $10 + $5 materials fee.($15) May
register at Tyler Public Library or send to Carla Skjong, Tyler Library, Tyler, MN 56178. 247-
5556

February 22 "Minnesota's Most Haunted Locations" with Chad Lewis.

Chad Lewis is co-author of the "Minnesota Road Guide to Haunted Locations" and host of
the TV show "The Unexplained." Join him for an exciting evening of ghostly tales and
discussion. Chad will be happy to answer audience questions.

$2.00 admission - 7 PM at RTR High School library. No advanced registration necessary.
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Registration Form
Cake Baking & Decorating Feb 4 & 11 - $15

Name:

Telephone Number:

Please make checks payable to Tyler Arts Council

Mail form to: Carla Skjong
Tyler Public Library
230 N Tyler St
Tyler, MN 56178 (or bring in person to Tyler Public Library)



GO RED FEBRUARY 15th

Did you know cardiovascular disease kills for women
approximately 450,000 women each year, about one every minute? L -

American Heart
Association
¢ Did you know while 1 in 30 American women die of breast cancer, Learn and Live

about 1 in 3 die from cardiovascular disease?

Please come support this very important cause
to bring awareness to this very preventable
disease!

What: Soup and Sandwich supper / Silent Auction / Cold
Stone Creamery

Where: RTR High School Cafeteria
When: February 15, 2010
Time: 5:00-7:00 pm

Cost: $5 for soup and sandwich / $3 for Cold Stone
Creamy Creation

SILENT AUCTION / COLD STONE CREAMERY

If you do not like soup, please stop by and buy some ice cream and check out the many silent auction items to be bid
on. There will be autographed sport items, Mary Kay basket, Tastefully Simple items, etc.

Remember all proceeds raised wili not only help the American Heart Association in educating our mothers, sisters,
aunts, daughters, etc on this disease, but the RTR Elementary will also receive free gym equipment based on the
amount raised.

COME SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND WEAR
RED ON FEBRUARY 15

DID YOU KNOW....?

e More women die of cardiovascular disease than the next five
causes of death combined, including all forms of cancer?

e Only 1 in 5 women believe that heart disease is her greatest
health threat?

e Ninety percent of women have one or more risk factors for
developing heart disease?



Who: Families of Elementary Students
When: Thursday, February 11, 2010,
Time: 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Where: Ruthton Elementary School
Cost: FREE

The PTSA will provide a variety of board games to

o0 / 1 play. Play as a family or play with other families, but

Frscooe)

292 come and have a great time together as a family.
The PTSA will also provide a light supper of pizza and water.

To register, return the bottom portion to school by Thursday, February 4th.
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Number of Children Number of Adults

Children’s Names | ' Age/Grade

Parent Signature
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RTR SCHOOLS

100 Strong Street
Tyler MN 56178-0659

BOXHOLDER
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