
        This is a 

decision that 

I do not take 

lightly.  In 

fact, deciding 

to cancel 

school is a 

tough, tiring 

process, 

and it‘s one of the biggest 

decisions an administrator 

can make.  My standard for 

safety is not going to 

change when making a 

determination to call 

school off or start late.  The 

safety of the students trav-

eling to school is the only 

concern. 

 If there is even a 
prediction of any snow or 
wind, I’m up at 4 o’clock 
AM.  I am often out driving 
the roads at 4:30 AM to 
determine whether to call 
school off or start late, and I 
usually try to make an an-
nouncement before 6 AM.  
Calling a snow day is not a 
science, because every day 
is different.  There are many 
factors involved.  What is 
the forecast for snow, and 
more importantly what are 
the winds going to do?  One 

of the many factors to look at 
is the timing of snowfall, and 
conditions and forecasts for 
the day.  I also take into ac-
count the inexperienced high 
school drivers, students walk-
ing to school and rural roads 
during the winter months.  

 Sending students home 
early can sometimes create an 
undesirable situation for parents 
and students.  Specifically, is 
there going to be anyone home 
when they are sent home early?  
The biggest concern for calling 
school early is to make sure stu-

dents get home safely. 
 RTR has four built
-in snow make-up days in 
their calendars every year 
and more if necessary.   
There are a number of 
ways to accomplish this, 
such as:  having class on 
teacher in-service days, 
holidays, or at the end of 
the school year.  We also 
can lengthen the school 
day if it is necessary.   
 I ask that every-
one be willing to assist the 
bus drivers.  They have a 
hard job when the weather 
is difficult.  We have a lot of 
winter left please be     
patient with me as the call 
is difficult to make. 

Snow-day Decisions are Based on Safety 

RTR School District Mission Statement 

Educational excellence, enhanced student achieve-

ment, fiscal stability, and life-long learning are the 

four pillars of the RTR School.  We are a community 

dedicated to providing a safe, friendly environment 

challenging students to be productive citizens in an 

ever-changing world. 
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December is always 
such a fun and busy 
month.  We have our     
elementary Christmas 
concert on Thursday,    
December 15th at 2:00 and 
7:00 p.m.  We hope to see 
everyone here for this fun 
event!  Just a reminder 
that holiday break is      
December 24th through 
January 2nd. 

T h e  m o n t h  o f            
December provides an      
excellent opportunity for 
caring for others by      
giving throughout the 
holiday season.  The     
ability to care for others 
helps children make 
friends.  We can encour-
age a caring attitude in 

our children by saying 
“I love you” everyday, by 
noticing the caring    
behaviors that our   
children show, and by 
being a role model while 
doing kind things with 
our children. Currently, 
we have our annual food 
drive going on which 
provides an excellent      
opportunity to show our 
caring attitude! One of  
our after school classes 
in December will focus 
on the ability to care for 
others by making gifts 
for the holidays. Some 
of  the best gifts are 
those that are created 
for us; often times they 
are more meaningful        

because 
of  this 
e x t r a    
e f f o r t ! 
T h e 
true gift 
c o m e s 
through giving!   

With the holiday 
season upon us, it re-
minds me of  all the 
things that we have to 
be thankful for in our 
lives.  We truly are 
blessed!  Have a       
wonderful and safe   
holiday season and     
enjoy your family and 
friends! 

Happy Holidays!         

   RTR Elementary strives to provide a safe and 
respectful environment where everyone can learn 

to their full potential.  

Mrs. Amy Christensen, Elementary Principal 

RTR Elementary Vision 

Statement 



M is for mistletoe hanging out of sight 

E is for elves working so hard 

R is for Rudolph‘s nose that shines so bright 

R is for ribbons tied into bows 

Y is for YEAH that we scream in delight 

 

C is for carols we sing all together 

H is for HO HO HO he yells from his sleigh 

R is for rosy, red cheeks we have from the cold weather 

I is for icing we put on the cookies 

S is for school break that we LOVE so much 

T is for tree we decorate so beautifully 

M is for Mrs. Claus who keeps Santa in line 

A is for angels we put on the tree so high 

S is for surprise when open our eyes 

 

Mrs. Wabeke‘s 3rd grade class would like 

to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas!  

We hope you have a wonderful holiday 

season!   
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“May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace, 

The gladness of Christmas give you hope, 

The warmth of Christmas grant you love. “ - 

Author Unknown 

“Merry Christmas” From Mrs. 

Wabeke’s Third Grade Class 

Christmas is for Giving: An 

Acrostic Poem By Mrs. 

Norgaard’s Third Grade Class 

C is for Christmas, a special time of year, 

H is for holidays, when families are near. 

R is for relatives, who surround us with love, 

I is for icicles, that come from above. 

S is for Santa, a jolly old man, 

T is for telling stories, whenever we can. 

M is for memories we love to share, 

A is for awesome for all those who care. 

S is for sweets… fancy cookies and candy, 

 

I is for icing that makes them all so dandy! 

S is for sharing your wish list of toys, 

 

F is for friendly girls and boys. 

O is for ornaments that hang on the tree, 

R is for reindeer we cannot see. 

 

G is for gifts we give to the poor, 

I is for ice cream—we all want more! 

V is for Vixen, a special reindeer, 

I is for icy roads that we all fear. 

N is for naughty or nice… only Santa knows, 

G is for giving beautiful presents with bows! 
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The Special Education Team consists of certified teach-

ers, paraprofessionals, an occupational therapist, and a 

speech pathologist.  This year‘s team is fairly new to the 

field.  We are working really hard together to provide an 

environment that meets the needs of our students and 

their unique learning style.  One of the new things we 

are trying this year is to incorporate movement and 

learning.  Mrs. Pagel has already started working with 

some of her students in learning some of the Brain 

Gym® program.  The Brain Gym® program has 26 dif-

ferent types of exercises to help the brain and body 

transition to the next step of learning.  There are a few 

quick movements you can do with your child before 

they leave for school.  First, have them drink a glass of 

water. Staying hydrated is a critical piece to learning. 

Then, your student can start the exercises with 30 sec-

onds of Brain Buttons1.  Next, have your child do Cross 

Crawls2. Last, your student can finish with Hook-ups3.  

Mrs. Pagel has been using this with some of her read-

ing and math students.  She has also been doing some 

of the movements with her morning POD group to help 

their brain and body get ready for a fun filled day of 

learning.   So far, the students seem to be enjoying the 

movement!  Stay tuned! 

What is happening in the        

Special Education Department 

at RTR Elementary? 

1 Brain Buttons is when hold your navel 

(belly button) with one hand and rub 

deeply just below the collarbone, to the 

right and left of your sternum (breast 

bone). 

2 Cross Crawls is a coordinated move-

ment so when one arm moves, the leg on 

the opposite side of your body moves at 

the same time. 

3 Hook-ups is done in two parts.  First put 

your left ankle over your right knee. Next, 

hook your right hand around your left 

ankle.  Then put your left hand over the 

ball of the left foot.  Sit this way for one 

minute, breathing deeply, with your eyes 

closed and your tongue on the roof of 

your mouth.  Part two, uncross your legs 

and put your finger tips together, continu-

ing to breathe deeply for another minute.   

[picture taken from Healthy Lifestyle article “The 
Benefits of Brain Gym Exercises” by Irwan San] 
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 Mr. Ries‘s sixth grade science 

class created dioramas to illustrate the 

biome of their choice during their envi-

ronmental science unit.  Students re-

searched their biome/habitat and con-

structed a ―biome in a box‖ to show the 

biotic and abiotic characteristics of the 

environment. 

 Another sixth grade project 

was to dissect an owl pellet to discover 

what the owl had eaten.  The students 

took apart the pellet, gradually reveal-

ing the bones of mice or 

other small animals con-

sumed by the owl.  They 

then used a bone chart to 

attempt to reconstruct as much of the 

skeleton as possible. 

 The students also did another 

project in which they wrote a script out-

lining a solution to an environmental 

problem, such as pollu-

tion.  They then acted 

out their scripts in 

short videos to drama-

tize the solutions.  The 

videos were edited into 

a full presentation of all 

the solutions. 

 I would like to commend the 

students for the great job they did on 

these projects! 

6th Grade Science Projects 

Online Database Access Helpful for 

Students, Faculty, and Parents 

Students, Faculty, and Parents, 

 

 You now have the ability to access online databases through a variety of helpful websites. 

On the Marshall-Lyon County Public Library homepage (http://marshalllyonlibrary.org), click on the 

tab labeled ―Databases.‖ From here you can access numerous databases and archives for free. You 

can also search the Electronic Library for Minnesota (http://www.elm4you.org/databases/), where 

you can explore hundreds of databases from ProQuest to EBSCOhost. Finally, you can discover Min-

nesota Reflections of the Minnesota Digital Library (http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/), which is 

full of unique collections of records and documents. All of these sites can be helpful for conducting 

research, gaining knowledge, and discovering hard-to-find archives. Enjoy! 

RTR High School Library 
 

http://marshalllyonlibrary.org
http://www.elm4you.org/databases/
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/


Important Dates:  December 1st is the date I will be conferencing with all seniors again during their 

English classes in regards to Post High Planning.  December 7th at 5:30 is the Financial Aid night 

with Seniors and their parents.  Junior students and parents are also welcome. 

 

Elementary News: This week concludes the activities we have done for American Education Week.  

The students helped trace a replica of their teacher onto some paper and wrote or drew pictures of 

thanks to their teachers and attached Hershey Hugs and Kisses on the paper.  Thank you teachers/

staff for all you do for kids! 

 

Middle School News: Each class has now participated in the ―In My Shoes‖ activity.  This activity asked them to them to 

―walk a mile in someone else‘s shoes‖ before he/she judges another, starts a rumor, alienates a friend, or bullies a stu-

dent.  Learning compassion for others and being respectful are keys to become legendary leaders and our group counsel-

ing focus will be focusing on building leadership qualities in our students.  8th grade students took the EXPLORE test and 

those results will soon be interpreted with the 8th class.  The EXPLORE test is a mini ACT and it predicts college readiness 

levels at the 8th grade.  It also has a career component to it that has a nice career exploration piece for the students to 

explore. 

 

High School News:  As the winter months set in, please keep an eye on your child‘s mental health.  Many people are af-

fected by the lack of sun (lack of Vitamin D) when the weather is more gloomy and cloudy—this is called seasonal affect.  

Rest and eating right will help with the hormonal changes teens are experiencing as well.  Sophomore students took the 

PLAN test and those results will soon be interpreted with the 10th grade class as well.  The PLAN test is a mini ACT and it 

predicts college readiness levels at the 10th grade.  It also has a similar career component as the EXPLORE test does for 

the students. 

 

P.S. Don‘t be surprised if your elementary and middle school student poses a ―What can I do for a small community ser-

vice project over the Holiday break?‖ Some ideas are: helping set up the tree or Christmas lights, baking cookies, shovel-

ing snow, sending out Christmas cards etc.  I usually try to do a lesson of giving with the students before they leave for the 

Holiday break. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 
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Counselor’s Corner 



          I want to 

thank our high 

school stu-

dents and their 

parents for the 

tremendous 

outpouring of 

generosity that 

was exhibited 

in our high 

school food drive.  The food basket 

project and food shelf have ex-

pressed their gratitude to the 

school for the students‘ donations. 

 As I write this, our student 

council is beginning a toy drive.  

This year we are asking the stu-

dents to donate a dollar or two and 

then members of the student coun-

cil will purchase toys using that 

money.  Their purpose in collecting 

money instead of toys was to be 

able to purchase larger toys rather 

than students turning in small inex-

pensive toys.  The RTR Honor Soci-

ety recently held a kick ball tourna-

ment with a team entry fee of 3 toys 

for the toy drive.  We were able to 

collect 30 toys as a result of that 

tournament.  We thank our stu-

dents for their willingness to donate 

to help others. 

 It is gratify-

ing to see our stu-

dents being gener-

ous—even though 

they were working 

towards an award!  

We hope that the 

‗warm fuzzy‘ feeling 

that helping others brings stays with 

these students into their adult lives. 

 This year, our high school is 

attempting to increase our recogni-

tion of those students who work 

hard and achieve academically.  We 

have created a ―Wall of Honor‖ 

where their names are displayed, 

have awarded ribbons, and have 

drawn names for cash prizes.  Our 

teachers are funding and sponsor-

ing this additional recognition and 

will continue to do 

so.  We hope that 

perhaps a few more 

students will be mo-

tivated to achieve 

academically if they 

are rewarded in a 

small way. 

 

RTR Knightly Newsletter 

High School Social Studies News 

like to be a Doughboy in the war as 

we saw a video that included 

stories from soldiers who 

actually fought in World War I. 

 In high school geog-

raphy/world history class we 

are studying the Middle 

East.  Although life in the vari-

ous Mid Eastern countries 

varies greatly, students were 

surprised to learn about how 

restrictive the lives of women are in 

some that while oil is a valuable re-

source that brings in a lot of money to 

the Middle East, not every country is 

oil-rich.  The scarcity of water also 

makes water a very important resource 

in this area. To  conserve water farmers 

use fertigation, which applies water and 

fertilizer directly to the roots of the 

plants. Many countries have invested in 

desalination plants to help them have 

enough water to drink. 

 

Patty   

Andersen 

 

 The high school history class 

just finished studying World 

War I.  This is very appropri-

ate as we recently celebrated 

Armistice Day (Veterans Day). 

In addition to learning about 

the causes of World War I and 

how it was fought, we also 

studied how the war affected 

America.  We saw the need 

for the establishment of the 

War Industries Board, the Food and Fuel 

Administrations, and the passing of the 

Espionage and Sedition Act.  We also got 

some first-hand accounts of what it was 

“Our hearts grow tender with 

childhood memories and love of 

kindred, and we are better throughout 

the year for having, in spirit, become 

a child again at Christmas-time.”  - 

Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Brief Bits from Mrs. Bush 

R espectful Ô Thoughtful Ô R esponsible 



 Top on the list of other coun-

tries that speak Spanish is the United 

States, with New Mexico being the only 

state where it is a semi-official lan-

guage.  Over 20 million U.S. residents 

have Spanish as a primary language, 

even though most are bilingual.  There 

are many Spanish speakers with Mexi-

can heritage along the southern U.S. 

border and in many agricultural areas 

throughout the country.  Those of Cu-

ban heritage are mainly in Florida, and 

those of Puerto Rican heritage are in 

New York City.  Miami has the largest 

number of Spanish speakers in the 

western hemisphere outside of Latin 

America, but there are many areas that 

have a high number of hispanohablan-

tes to sustain Spanish-language media 

and services.  

 Next on the list is Equatorial 

Guinea, the one place in Africa where 

Spanish remains an official language as 

a result of Spanish colonialism.  The 

country was formerly known as Spanish 

Guinea.  Most people in Equatorial 

Guinea speak indigenous languages 

rather than Spanish, and French is also 

an official language. 

 Andorra, a small country that 

borders Spain and France also has 

Spanish as a language.  Catalan is the 

official language, but Spanish and 

French are widely understood. 

 Last on the list of countries 

with a significant Spanish-language 

influence is the Philippines.  Spanish 

was once an official language, but to-

day there are only a few thousand who 

use it as their primary language.  How-

ever, the national language, Filipino, 

has adopted thousands of Spanish 

words and much of the phonetics follow 

the Spanish pattern.       
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RTR FCCLA Members Participate in FCCLA National 

Youth Leadership Training Conference 

Held in Minneapolis 

Lead‖ and John Beede – ―Climb On‖. 

            FCCLA partners, chapters, advis-

ers, and members from across the 

country presented workshops at the 

meeting on topics including bullying 

prevention, financial fitness, wellness, 

career planning, leadership training, 

and more.   Nineteen FCCLA members 

and leaders attended from RTR 

including:  Wendy Andersen, 

Bryce Weets, Kole Vogt, Shane 

Vogt, Janelle Johnson, Shayna 

Possail, Courtney Mensen, Maria 

Weber, Kevin Andersen, Jasi Bor-

man, Amanda Petersen, Nicole 

Enemark, Hunter Burns, Colten 

Lawson, Austin Swanson, Britney 

Miersma, Sara Weber, Courtney 

Petersen and Hallie Lingen. 

 ―Raising the Bar‖ marked the 

theme as youth from around the coun-

try gathered at the Family, Career and 

Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 

2011 National Cluster Meeting, 

November 11 - 13, in Minneapo-

lis, Minnesota. 

 Attendees participated in 

a weekend of unique opportuni-

ties that challenged, informed, 

and motivated members and their 

chapter advisers to explore oppor-

tunities available through FCCLA: 

The Ultimate Leadership Experi-

ence.  Keynote speakers included 

Gerald Jones – ―Rising Up to 

Other than Spain and Latin America,                              

where do they speak Spanish?  
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RTR School District 

ECFE and Community Education 

Opportunities for Kids! 

        

Holiday Happenings 

Ages:  Birth-5
th

 Grade 

 

    Date:  Thursday, December 8th 

    Time:  6:00-7:30 p.m. 

   Place:  RTR Middle School 

       Cost:       $3.00 per child / $5.00 per family 

 

Bring your children to celebrate the holiday season! 

Activities include PTSA BINGO, holiday crafts, and holiday snack. 
 

 

To register, return the bottom portion by  
December 2

nd
 to RTR Elementary  

or call the school at 658 -3301. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððïððððð  

Holiday Happenings  
December 8, 2011  

Name(s)__________________  
 
Number of  Children____             Age/Grade____  
 

Parent Signature_________________________ 



 At the October 17th RTR board 

meeting, Gary Erdmann approached the 

RTR School Board with an appreciated 

offer by SW Dairy/Community Service Cen-

ter (former Russell Mini Mart) in Russell.  

The Community Service Center offered to 

have the bus stop at the service center as 

a place for the middle school students to 

be dropped off after activities during the 

school year.  The offer included a free cup 

of coffee and a warm 

place for the parents to 

be as they wait for the 

bus in the evenings.  He 

also offered for the cen-

ter to remain open past 

hours if the bus was running past their clos-

ing time of 8:00 pm.  There are many times 

that students return from athletic, speech, 

and FCCLA activities and their parents are 

waiting in their vehicles for their child to re-

turn from the activity. 

 The RTR School Board appreciates 

the offer by the Russell Community Service 

Center and will have all students dropped off 

at the center after each activity.  Parents will 

need to make the adjustment for 

their middle school students to be 

picked up in Russell at the Com-

munity Service Center. 
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RTR PTSA Encourages Everyone             

to Focus on Family 

 What do kids want?  YOU!!  More than anything, your kids want your attention and to 

spend time with you.  The upcoming weeks have many opportunities for spending time as a 

family.  What is your favorite family activity?  No matter what the activity your family enjoys, 

do it together this holiday season.  The PTSA sponsors family events during the school 

year.  These include Family Board Game night and Holiday Bingo.  Please take your time and 

spend it with your family and friends this holiday season. 

  

“He who has not Christmas in 

his heart will never find it 

under a tree” - Roy L. Smith 

Russell Community Service Center 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

After School Read-
ing Class, Robotics 
Club, & Book Club 
@ Elementary 
 
BBB vs Ellsworth 

5:00  

2 

12:30 dismissal 
 
GBB vs Canby 
5:00 

3 

G & BBB @ 

Adrian (A & B)  

1:00  

4 5 
After School Reading 
Class @ Elementary 
 
Community Ed. 
Meeting – 5:45 
 
MS Holiday Concert 

6 

After School 
Math & Comm. 
Ed. @ Elem. 
 
GBB vs TMB 5:00 
Zumba 5:45  

7 8 
After School Read-
ing Class & Book 
Club @ Elementary 

 
Family Fun 
Night - Russell 

9 
GBB vs Lincoln 

HI 6:15  

10 

11 12 

After School Read-
ing Class @ Elem. 
HS Holiday Concert 
7:30 
Anatomy class to 
Cadver Lab @SDSU  

13 

Food Drive – 
Tyler 
 
After School 
Math & Comm. 
Ed. @ Elem. 

14 15 

Elem. Holiday 
Concert –       
Matinee @ 2:00 
Evening @ 7:00  

16 

GBB @          
Minneota 5:00  

17 

G & B 9th grade 
BB @ Pipestone 
9:30  

18 19 
After School Reading 
Class @ Elementary 
 
GBB @ Lakeview 5:00 
BBB @ Echo (B & C) 
6:00  

20 
After School Math & 
Comm. Ed. @ Elem. 
 
BBB vs Lincoln HI 
5:00 
Zumba 5:45  

21 22 

After School 
Reading Class & 
Book Club @ 
Elementary 

23 

End of 1st Se-
mester 
 
Dismiss 1 hour 
early  

24 

25 26 

NO SCHOOL  

27 

NO SCHOOL 
 

GBB @ SMSU 
Classic vs Flan-
dreau  12:00  

28 

NO SCHOOL 
 

BBB Holiday 
Tourney @  
Tyler  2:00  

29 

NO SCHOOL 
 

BBB Holiday 
Tourney @  
Tyler  2:00  

30 

NO SCHOOL  

31 

December 2011 
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